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Kwame Shaka Opare 
DOE 

Teaching Artist • Performing Artist
 
Phone 443.720.9039 Email kwameshakaopa re@gmail.com  

 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance and Dance Education 
Towson University (Towson, MD)  

Towson University (Towson, MD)

2013 Master of Fine Arts in Dance – Performance and Education 
University of Maryland (College Park, MD) Thesis: Triumph of 
Disruption: A Movement to Subvert 

2010 

 

2016 - 
now 

Independent Dance Artist • Choreographer / Performer 
/ Artistic Director / Producer  

 

1998 – 2003 STOMP (New York City)

Lead Performer, Rehearsal Director,
NYC, National and International Tours

1992 – 1998 KanKouran West African Dance 
Company (Washington, DC)

Lead Performer and Soloist

l

DishiBem Traditional Contemporary Dance Group 
(Baltimore, MD) Founder, Artistic Director, Choreographer, 
Lead Performer and Soloist 

2003 -  
2016 

STOMP (New York City // US TOUR // EUROPEAN TOUR) 
Lead Performer, Rehearsal Director, NYC, National and 
International Tours 

1997 - 
2004 

Teaching Artist Institute Graduate 
Specialized training in Arts Integration 
Young Audiences/Maryland State Arts 
Council 

 
Independent Teaching Artist 
Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA), Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts (Washington, DC) • 
Virginia Public School System (Petersburg, VA)  
 

High Point high school 
Full-Time Dance Educator 

 
University of Maryland (College Park, MD) 
West African Dance Instructor, Adjunct Professor 

Young audiences of Maryland (Baltimore, MD) 
Performing and Teaching Artist Maryland Schools 

2015 - 
now 

2014 - 
2015 
 
2010 - 
2014 
 
2007 - 
2014 
 

EDUCATION

2016      Baba chuck Davis Emerging Choreography Fellowship 
  Brooklyn Academy of Music (Brooklyn, NY) 

2016    DanceMotion USA International Artist Pilot Program 
    Host/Selected participant (New York, NY) 

2014    Smith family scholarship        
  University of Maryland (College Park, MD) 

2014    Ruby’s artist project grantee  
    The Greater Baltimore Cultural Alliance 

  (Baltimore, MD) 

2012    Umd / smith family research grant 
  University of Maryland (College Park, MD 

2010    Fine arts / dance department award 
   Towson University (Towson, MD) 

2008     Katherine dunham award  
   Best choreography in a play or music/dance concert (Chicago, IL) 

PERFORMANCE 

TEACHING 

Awards / honors Professional affiliations 
Maryland State Arts Council 

National Dance Education Organization 

Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA), 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

Professional skills 
Curriculum Development 

Instruction Specialist

Project Management  

Creative Director

Graphic Design  

Theatrical Production 

Kwame Shaka Opare is classically trained in West 
African dance and has a MFA in Dance from the 

University of Maryland. He has created critically-

acclaimed works that speak to social issues. In 2016 
Kwame became Brooklyn Academy of Music’s inaugural 

recipient of the Baba Chuck Davis Emerging 

Choreographer Fellowship, which awarded him the 
opportunity to study dance in Ghana, West Africa where 

he performed and created work with the National Dance 

Company of Ghana. Renowned for his ability to engage 
students, educators, and audiences alike, Kwame is 

frequently sought to speak about his work in dance and 

dance education and has been twice featured in TEDx 
Talks (Disrupting the Miseducation of African-American 

youth [2014]  and  “Triumph of Disruption: Disrupting the 

status quo in education among African American Youth 
[2017]). In 2017 he served as Artist-in-Residence with 

the Virginia Department of Health/Petersburg Public 

Schools and was a featured lecturer alongside 

professional colleague and mentor Dr. Jonathan Kozol 
at the Adverse Childhood Experiences Summit in 

Petersburg, VA. Kwame leads professional 

development workshops in dance and dance education 
as a CETA artist (Changing Education Through the 

Arts) with the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts. 




