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https://www.tolumidemusic.com/
https://www.tolumidemusic.com/
https://tolumide.bandcamp.com/
https://youtube.com/tolumide
https://facebook.com/tolumideonline
https://instagram.com/tolumide
https://twitter.com/tolumide
https://www.tolumidemusic.com/press-release-throwback/
https://www.tolumidemusic.com
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Specialty, My Love, Mama Sunshine 
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Award winning Artist and globetrotter TolumiDE takes audiences away to a 
tropical oasis filled with sweet soulful vocals, warm lyrics and groovy 
contemporary African rhythm. She’s a Nigerian-Canadian soul afro-pop 
singer-songwriter offering bilingual albums that captivate listeners across the 
world. 

Born in Toronto, raised in Lagos and currently in Washington DC, TolumiDE
(pronounced toe–lu-mee-day) exudes great lyric finesse, eclectic style, 
dynamic performance energy sharing music she describes as “Suya Soul’ as an 
artist with rhythmic dance moves and fun audience. Influenced by acts within 
R&B, Gospel and Classic Soul genres such as Sade, Brandy, Bebe & Cece 
Winans; and Africa Pop stars as, Onyeka Owenu and Angelique Kidjo, 
TolumiDE whose name translates as "Thank God" in Yoruba, has evolved as a 
Female Vocalist with audience grabbing performances, rave reviews and 
multiple awards. Her accolades include winning the Best R&B Female Artist 
at the Nigerian Entertainment Awards, opening for Les Nubians at the 
Howard Theatre, opening for Salif Keita, singing with Toby Foyeh and Africa 
Orchestra at the Toronto Jazz Festival and a wide range of international fairs 
as Cherry Blossom Festival, FestAfrica, MusikFest, 202 Creates and Visual 
Collaborative. In addition, she has had the opportunity to headline shows at 
the Legendary Blues Alley in DC.  

Early beginnings of her music career began after TolumiDE moved to back to 
Canada from Nigeria after completing Secondary School studies at the age of 
18. She became immersed in all forms of the creative arts while studying Fine 
Art at York University and singing with an all female dancehall reggae band 
"Women Ah Run Ting" for six years. Shortly after moving to the United States 
to pursue a career in graphic design, TolumiDE performances began to bubble 
at open mics, festivals and weddings. She quickly garnered a following for her 
eclectic stage presence and intimate songwriting ingenuity noted to 
compliment her urban soul style with a fusion of her Yorùbá heritage while 
exploring themes of life, love, laughter, inspiration and native languages.

Basking on press praises for her albums ‘My Love’ and Specialty; TolumiDE's 
acoustic ep 'Mama Sunshine' sheds light unto brighter days when obstacles 
comes our way and explores themes of love, self assurance, overcoming 
challenges and nostalgic memories. In spite of the success she’s experienced in 
her music career, TolumiDE is most inspired by her upbringing, cultural 
heritage and the loved ones who have supported her along the way. Through 
the golden moments reflected in her lyrics through which she wishes to “bring 
back those days…” , she longs for her listeners to experience this feeling as 
expressed in her most recent release "Throwback".

Dedicated to music community enhancement and youth development, 
TolumiDE serves the Recording Academy as a voting Grammy Member and a 
board member of non-profit Afropoitan Youth. She is ever ready to grace all 
occasions with riveting vocals, great personality, vibrant culture and engaging 
audience interaction. She hopes to invigorate soul music with a fresh ethnic 
sound that enlightens listeners about contemporary African culture and 
brings sentimental grooves to old and youthful audiences.



"As the title track (and current single) demonstrates, the 
album combines the vibrancy of African polyrhythm, explo-
sive techno and TolumiDE’s fetching African accent with lyrics 
that uplift, empower and inspire while remaining grounded in 
the realities of modern life."  
- Bob Marovich, The Black Gospel 

 "Big blend of Afro-pop, funky reggae, neo-soul and jazz 
prove to be an entertaining brew for urban gospel’s 
newcomer." 
 - J. Matthew Cobb, HIFI Magazine 

TTolumiDE emerges with ‘For Me’, an easy listening soulful 
single that tells a ‘girl meets boy’ story, a dreamy expectation 
of a girl and her musings with lyrics that reflect the anticipa-
tion of finding that right partner with divine help. It is a song 
many women can relate to about the search for the ideal 
partner. It’s the new girl anthem for finding and looking 
forward to love.
- ICY PR

 TolumiDE’s voice, to me, is reminiscent of a mixture 
between Diana Ross and Brandy’s voices.“It’s an Inspirational 
mixture of Jazz, African and World Music,” said TolumiDE 
Olumide about her sound.” 
- Eunice Moseley, Electronic Urban Report (EUR)

  “A strong dose of urban hip hop sprinkled with inspiration, 
the track speaks of the love that the singer has for the Lord. 
Wrapped in a thick back beat and a danceable groove to get 
your praise on to, the track is hot and can easily stand toe-
to-toe with anything on urban radio today” 
- Andrea R. Williams, Tehillah Enterprises  

"Growing up across the globe did not deter TolumiDE’s aspi-
rations of becoming a singer. In fact, her various dwellings 
strongly shaped her musical prowess. With gospel music at 
heart, TolumiDE hopes to convey a message that is totally 
her own."  
- Gregory Dale, The Afro Newspaper

 "True, the lyrics are about Him, praising him, thanking him, 
etc., as they no doubt have to be, but the sound and vibe of 
most urban gospel is no different from contemporary R&B 
or pop.
-  Siji Jabbar,  This is Africa

Her Her music bears the mark of lighthearted cheeriness that 
makes for easy listening. Her song Specialty, offers an alterna-
tive way to view talent and she plays on this theme in the 
song.
- Jibola Lawal,  Bella Naija

Wow, she went in on this one; the instrumental immediately 
gets you moving, but her voice and delivery make you FEEL 
the song
- Demola Ogundele, Not Just Ok

Press Reviews





5olumiDE delivers her first full length project, My Love, and 
simply put, it’s a stunner.  Exposing all the musical sides of the 
artist, My Love is power-packed with one great track after 
another.  She uniquely packages inspirational messages with 
brilliant songwriting, flawless production and riveting vocals.  
Throughout the eleven tracks, all penned by the artist herself, 
TolumiDE bares her musical soul and takes the listener on an 
emotiemotive and telling journey of her life and her Lord.

“My Love”, the album’s title song and lead single, is definitely 
one of the album’s tightest tracks.  With a thick back beat and a 
striking urban groove, the song radiates.  TolumiDE sings of her 
love of God with reminders of what He does for her every day.  
Easily radio ready for urban or contemporary gospel stations, 
this song is a scorcher.

Another funky cut is the slick “What I’d Like”.  TolumiDE has a 
way of taking a concept and wrapping her emotive vocals 
around a percussive masterpiece.  The song’s lyrics find the 
singer desiring to be more like the Lord.  “Because You Know” 
flaunts its strong African influence with a message of unity.  
Living in peace and harmony is the focus of this laid-back cut.

TolumiDE seems to shine with almost any musical platform she 
chooses.  “Specialty” has a soulful and R&B theme, but with a 
relaxing and smoothed out delivery.  With a dose of positivity, 
the song is one of pure jubilation.  It’s another fabulous track 
from the pen of TolumiDE herself.

Although maAlthough many tracks lend themselves to upbeat and swiftly 
moving tempos, the artist knows how to slow things down with 
some beautiful melodic musical presentations.  “Colours of Life”, 
with a melancholy theme, but a hopeful end, showcases 
TolumiDE’s gift of setting an introspective poem to music.

Single Single women will be able to relate to the familiar scenario 
TolumiDE spells out in “For Me”.  Over a mellow neo-soul 
groove, she sings about waiting on the right one and resisting 
the temptation to “help God out”.  There is much wisdom in 
the song, one definitely sung from experience.

“More Than You’ll Ever Know” is another winner on My Love.  
A relaxed track about true love, it’s one of the CD’s most 
memomemorable tracks.  From the viewpoint of a woman in love, the 
song speaks about a God-ordained love over rhythmic and 
captivating hook.

Jazz lJazz lovers will enjoy the contemporary yet traditional stylings 
of “Speed of Life”.  The song is a reminder not to take life for 
granted.  “O Lagbara” is a festive track celebrating TolumiDE’s 
African heritage.  Translated “Jesu Christi Lagbara” means Jesus 
has a lot of power and strength.  There’s no doubt that this one 
is a praise tune with dancing not an option!

MY LOVE
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TolumiDE  
www.tolumidemusic.com 
  
TolumiDE Band Performances (4-piece/6-piece/7piece) 
  
1. My Love  
https://youtu.be/D7foAgR4aC0 
TolumiDE performing My Love at FestAfrica in Silver Spring – MD - 2017.  
Guitar: Kevin Jackson, Bass: Joshua Patani, Drums: Emma Adamah, Keys: 
Hope Udobi, Percussion: Kevin Prince Backing Vocalists: Adele Clarice  
 
2. Your Arms  
https://youtu.be/wadvr5DSqPE 
TolumiDE performing In Your Arms / Specialty / Ekabo - Music Medley at 202 
Arts and Music Festival - 2017.  
Keys: Ramone Shelton Guitar: Kevin Jackson, Bass: Chris Ejenake, Drums: 
Emma Adamah Percussion: Kevin Prince  
 
3.  Goody, Your Arms, Sweetest Taboo -  Medley 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSB-zK_IE4A 
TolumiDE performing at MusikFest Bethlehem, Pennsylvania – 2018.  
Bass: Chris Ejenake, Keys: Isaac Manford, Drums: Emma Adamah 
 
 
4. Sweetest Taboo (cover) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFfIXrnjxHY 
TolumiDE performance at Cherry Blossom Festival Washington, DC – 2016 
Kevin Jackson (Guitar), Emmanuel Blackwell (Drums), Joshua Patani (Bass). 
Sweetest Taboo (Sade Adu Cover) 
  
  



 
TolumiDE Acoustic Performances (Solo/Duet/Trio)  
 
1. Mama Sunshine  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aB8OzfcPj78 
TolumiDE performing original song 'Mama Sunshine' at African American 
Heritage Festival in Baltimore, Maryland - 2016.  
 
2. Ikoyi Ikeja  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVH-F2DGwYM 
TolumiDE acoustic performing with dance and audience interaction. Peformance 
showcased a musical journey of cultural expression themed as “The Sound of 
Expression” at Smithsonian National Museum of African Art - 2016. Featured 
musicians included Kinobe from Uganda and Jaja Bashenghezi from the DRC.  
 
3. My Love / Beautiful  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESDpWpkOUeU TolumiDE performance and 
interview oat Voice of America's AfricanBeat with David Vandy Washington, DC - 
2016. Featuring Emmanuel Blackwell (B.Vocals), Joshua Patani (Bass). 
 
4. We are One (cover) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNWhRwbOnjY 
TolumiDE performing acoustic cover Frankie Beverly & Maze 'We are one' 
featuring Kevin Jackson at Distic.Co studios in Washington, DC - 2016.  
  
 






