Knuckle Dusters still going
strong after 21 years

by Amy Dulebohn | August 23,2018 | ] Posta Comment

The Knuckle Dusters have been performing in the Tri-State area and
beyond for more than 20 years. Harmonica player, guitarist and vocalist
Scott Spearly took some time to answer questions via email to update
readers about the band, and preview their Sunday appearance at Thurmont
Regional Library.



¥YWN: First of all, for what kind of music are The Knuckle Dusters known'?

Spearly; | think maosf of wha! we do nowsdays fallz under the genre of Amencans. To me, it's all about
American roots music. Alarge chunk of cur reperioire comes from old-time fiddie irsaifions. My dear
friends. Paul Mackrell, Richard Pryor and Robbie Caruthers. s Wazhington County nalives more ar
lezz grew up wanling fo play ofo-fime music. But we're alzo fond of Texas swing, boogie-woogie,
couniry. regtime snd scoustic blues and clazaic rock, oo, We've alzo played many eventz wheare Irizh
music = desired, and Rabbie and Rich are masfers of meicay in thiz genre. loo

WWH: Scott, when you contacted us, you said The Knuckle Dusters are now in their 21st year.
What do you think has kept the band together for long?

Spearly: We =fared gigging requisdy a2 & fna back in 1597, Cwer the yesrs we branched ouf,
zometimes using diferent fiddle players hare and there a2 neeged. A few fiends gigged with uz 3z
viocalizts for 3 few pears in the mid-2000=. [ alzo grew an upright bszz player in that time, my =omn.
Matthew Speany and he haz gigged with uz since he waz in mindh grade.

Whst ha= kept wz going 2o long is that we a2 more than banomales. we're friends. we love esch ather,
we go o concerntz fogether go fizhing fogether, camp fogether, float the river, eic. Beyond that,
musically cur diversily in genre has been our sirength. When wou play just one shie of music
somelimes you're suifed for only certsin venues or events. We're highly adeot snd sdapléshie and most
of the time aur ecleclic mix of music iz what drswe peopie in. And itz offen fun, fesfive, high energy
music. Feopie come up fo us behwean seiz and zay ‘you guys really enjoy yoursslves, don'f you ? You
pisy for each other 32 much a2 the crowd ' [ think that’s entirely frue.

¥WN: What are the names of those wheo are in the current lineup, in what town do they reside, and
what do they play?

Spearly; 'm from Mercersburg, Fa., and an egucaior st James Buchansn High School in Mercersburg.
I play harmanics. quitar and provides vocsls: Robbie Camthers, Boonshoro, iz & woodwaorker,
zpecializing in rushic sfoolz and benchez. He plays fiddle ang zings: Paul Mackrell Letfersburg, does
faciliiiez maintenancefoofing for Washingfon Countly Public Schoolz. He playe banje and guitar and
provides vocsls: Richard Prpor, Hagersfown, 12 3 relired postal employes in Fredenck CGounty, ke plsys
mandaiin and fidole. Matthew Spesdy, Memerzburg, iz an hanorz grad of West Virginig Universiy and iz
purswing & PhC in political science af Ohio Sfate University He playz upnght bazs; Evan Prce,
formerdy of Smithzburg, gpent 30 years az an orchesira teacher al Smithsburg schoolz and recently
mowved Bsck fo ki nafive Louizisna, He was 5 fii-in fiagier for The Knuckle Dusters.

YWH: You will be performing at Thurmont Regional Library as part of the Music on the Deck
concert series at 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26. What can we expect from your show?

Spearly: We wiil be playing 5= 5 trio and we'll be playing clo-fime fiodle fwnes s= well 32 covenng &l the
genres | menbtoned above. The music will be fun. high-energy snd family fiendly And i’z pozaible of
the librarians might sing & song — Mindy Moz used fo gig with ve back in the mig-2000z. and she iz
grest voosl falent We'll zee f we can palitely bwizst her srm for s zong if she iz In sttendsnce.

WYWH: Do The Knuckle Dusters perform mostly orginal material or more covers? Where can
readers hear your music {online or on CO)7?

Spearly; Az 3 live band we mostly piay rsoitional pleces and covers thal are in the public domain. The
bezt of our music and concer? focfsge can be found af our sife Al Sewe knucidedusfers com’ and on
Youlube.



Az far az originalz go, | am a longhme songenler and over the years the guys have lent me & hand with
my studio work. My =on iz a8 major confrbuior on these works, foo.

I have four independenty refeazed albuma: Low-Country Radio,” Far from the Herd " "You're 5 Cancer’
and 'Pull the Flug,"which was releaeed in 2017, All of thoze slbums are avaliable through major oniine
refgilerz and distributors ike iTunes, Amazon, Spoify, Youlube, iHear Radia, efe. 'm warling on & new
album called Walking Diog, " where my son's ginfriend, Shelby Boggs, lends her spinted, fun and fofally
girly vocslz. She's grest fo wonk with. She did zome fanfazfic work with me on the You're & Cancer’
glbum. She iz 5 Shippenzhurg, Fa., nafive, but iz alzo 5 Fh.O. sludent st Chio Sfafe.

WH: You told wus that your bread and butter is working in the cities these days. How and why did
you break away from doing gigs only in the local area?

Spearly: 'z not 20 much that we've folally broken away from local gigs, they're just fewer and further
between and plainly there sre just more opporfunities bo perform and do what we love in the DG And
Esltimore aresz. We've really had a good run in those cifies, and if keeps vz going &2 & band.

Locslly, things have fapered off simply because local favems and resisuraniz opf for more econamical
ways o provide music through DU's. karsoke, or hosting open mic nightz. We gef that We offen play af
the Leifersburg Tavern becswee thal's 2ort of a homelown neighbarhocd bar for my good frend Faul.
We alzo uzed fo play Rue's in Mercersburg. quite 5 bit. because that waz my homefoun bar Sadly
Flue'zs closed itz doors lazf year in Apnl of 2017, Those szfablizhmeantz have always freafed us with
kindness and we gdeanly sporeciale their supoon

WN: Who is your demographic?

Spearly: Infereshing. | might have anzwered baby boomers fo thiz quesfion simply becauze much of our
music comes from the 208 century, buf theze milennialz fend fo lafch aon fo cur music, they have
diverze and ecleclic fasfes thanks fo the infemet baing at their ingerfips 247 'm a high schoal feacher
a2 well, and if kidzs sren't playing games on their phones, they're looking up music videos on YouTube,

YWN: You mention performing at prestigious venuwes such as the Smithsonian, the B&D Railroad
Museum, and Mationals Park. Do you have a particular venue or gig that sticks out in your mind
above all others in your 20-year reperfoire?

Spearly: Az a band, the cnes you've mentioned we are mosf proud of FPersonally for me playing af
Nationaiz Park a2 & ragfime sct was fun, but most recentlly | really liked our show st The Performing Artz
Center in Luray, V3. | think concer? formalz and venues bring ouf the best in uz. When everybody's gof
their eyez on you and lzfening stfentively if fendz fo bring ouf cur ‘A Game' collectively and individuaily

WHN: What is the best way for readers fo learm more about The Knuckle Dusters? Your website?
Are you on social media?

Spearly: Cur website hifo-fwwwknuckiedusiers. com’ iz bhe best sounce fo see our video and fo survey
our song samples. YouTuke, of course, iz another We hope lo have 3 lsnger zocial medis foodprnt in
the fulure. Being 3 public educstor (3 cyber educator af thafl 'm always caulicuz about our oniing
presence. Thaf zaid our friend and bandmafe Faul has been sucked info Facebook (andl hiz thumbs
have grown strong ever since he gof & smartphane. IF we nesd fo gef the word out about 3 gig on 2ocial
media, he iz our man.



Top photo: The Knuckle Duzters are based in the Tn-Sfate area and have been performing for more
than 20 years. Pictured. from lefi, are Scolt Speanly Richard Pryor, Paw Mackrel, Robbie Uaruthers and

Matthew Speary. (Submitied photo)
Ifyou go ...

WHAT: The Knuckie Dusters

WHEN: 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 26
WHERE: Thurmont Regional Library, 76 Mozer Road, Thurment Md

COST: Admizzion iz free

CONTACT: For more information about the fibrary's Music on the Deck concert seriez go fo
hittefovew: fopl ong?

MORE: For more information about The Knuckle Duzters, go fo hifp. fwww knuckledusfers com/



