Nazcan

For eight guitars and two narrators (Spanish and English)

Based on the poem "Clearvigil in Spring", by Guatemalan writer
and poet Miguel Anguel Asturias






I. La Noche, la Nada, la Vida (The night, nothingness and life)
IL. Castigo de las profundidades (Punishment of profundities)
III. No magia (no magic)

IV. Cazadores celestes (The celestial hunters)

V. La caceria (The hunt)

VI. Baile de las Quimeras (The Dance of the Chimeras)



Miguel Angel Asturias (October 19, 1899 — June 9, 1974)

Clarivigilia Primaveral (Clearvigil in Spring)

Introductory note by Silvio Baldessari, from the flyleaf of Clarivigilia Primaveral
(Editorial Losada, S.A., 1965), translated by Robert W. Lebling:

Paul Valéry called Miguel Angel Asturias's Legends of Guatemala a collection of
"history-dream-poems," and the same description applies to Clearvigil in Spring, a
history-dream-poem in which Asturias—winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1967—evokes the creation of artists by the Mayan gods, distancing himself entirely
from the known texts. But these primitive artists are destroyed, according to this
poem which in itself is a legend, by earthborn forces inimical to arts and magics.
The earth is subjected to punishment by fire and water, and when centuries later it is
reborn, the expression of artistic beauty is entrusted in painting to birds of beautiful
plumage, in music and song to birds of prodigious throat, and in sculpture to rocky
hills and stones shaped like animals. The Mayan gods, observing that all of these
things are beautiful but do not possess magic, once again create artists, or those
entrusted with magic, and to keep them from being destroyed, place them in the
four corners of the sky. But these artists spend their time flattering the gods and
creating works for the taste and liking of the divinities, forgetting about man. As a
result, for the second time the artists created by the gods stand at the brink of
destruction. Heavenly forces pursue them and wound them, and from the wounded
arts emerges humanized art, the art of all for all. In this poem-legend we encounter
word plays, onomatopeias and myths translated to epic form in a creation ever more
American, more characteristic, more authentic, and unconnected to the literatures of
Europe.

PERFORMANCE NOTE

4x: repeat the section four times
x times: Repeat the section until the conductor moves the group onto the next part.
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Homage to Miguel Angel Asturias

I. La Noche, la Nada, la Vida
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SPANISH NARRATION

La Noche, la Nada, la Vida,

las Inmensas Viudas,

v el Ambimano Tatuador de mundos

que EL cred con sus ojos

|y tatud con su mirada de girasol,

cred con sus manos, la real y la del suefio,
cred con su palabra, tatuaje de saliva sonora,
mundos que al quedar ciego

rescatd del silencio con el caracol de sus oidos
v de la tiniebla luminosa End of the text
con su tacto de constelacion apagada,

con sus dedos enjoyados de niimeros y colibries.
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ENGLISH NARRATION

[The Night, Nothingness and Life,
he Immense Widows,
nd the Twohanded Tattooer of worlds
hat HE created with his eyes
nd tattooed with his sunflower stare,
created with his hands, one real and one dream,
created with his word, a tattoo of resounding saliva,
worlds that he, though blinded,
redeemed from the silence with the snail-curl of his ears
nd from the luminous murk
with his extinguished constellation touch,
with his fingers bejeweled with numbers and hummingbirds |
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SPANISH NARRATION
[La Noche, la Nada, la Vida,
as Inmensas Viudas

la luz de los Oropensantes-luceros,
[Emisarios que se perdieron en el cielo de nigue
Isin desanillar su mensaje

el Ambimano Tatuador

End of the text
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SPANISH NARRATION

Ad lib, rasgueado using the flesh of the thumb

[La tierra fue sometida
castigo de profundidades. Nazcan
Después del incendio, las invisibles lluvias)
1 suelo trastornado, el huracdn de lodo,
las navajas del sol,
[ chichicaste en la carne viva...
castigo de profundidades
por haber dado cabida End of the text
al primer bdrbaro, no al iiltimo,
la primera bestia humana,
al primer verdugo
n mi pais forjado a miel.
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The earth was subjected
to a punishment of profundities.
|After the conflagration, the invisible rains,
the soil overturned, the hurricane of mud,
the razors of the sun,
the chichicaste nettle in the living flesh...
a punishment of profundities
for having made room
for the first barbarian, not the last, End of the text
for the first human beast,
for the first executioner
in my country forged of honey. c30" (Play and repeat measures 142 to 145 for around 30 seconds)
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SPANISH/ENGLISH NARRATION End of the text

ue no hay miisica’?

e es0 te quejas, 183 L.escuh‘ura i, ..sculpture yes,|
azador del Aire? | [There’s no music? S— — — . _ _ S ero no magia..| put no magic...
— 's that your complaint, ..musica si, ) ..music "“f L.]JULSM st, . ..poetry )es‘, ..pintura si, ) ..painting ,\.1 3 3
18% O |unter of the Air? ero no magia..| put no magic..| perono magia..| put no magic.. ero no magia..| put no magic.. | ;3 |1 m 03 ~
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TEXT TO BE NARRATED WITHOUT MUSIC
SPANISH NARRATION

"El vuelo inmovil de la poesia 'y sus desdoblamientos
n canto ritual, danza guerrera, juego de palabras,
coloquio de corazones endiosados, es nuestro secreto.
Oir brotar almdcigas de silabas y transplantarlas

e las salivaciones a la estrofa dorada,

uestro oficio de pensadores con miisica.

IConocemos el pulso de las lluvias flagelantes

n el dibujo calenddrico y la caligrafia colorida,
olicroma, de simbolos y adivinaciones astrolégicas;
ero postergados por el Mdgico del Canto,

o pasamos de ser hablacaddveres

e lenguas perforadas con flechas de metdforas.”

;A qué bejuco de silencio prenden campanillas,
lgotas de agua, escamas de peces, fragmentos de vidrio,
rozos de madera, uiias de metal,

n ensayos de nuevas lluvias sonoras,

os Invisibles Espaldas del Mdgico Visible,

1 del Copal de la Miisica, en su casa del Sur?

; Qué carias agujerean, tostadas a fuego lento,

en busca del patético trino?

; Qué piedras pulidas a tabaco

san para aplanchar las pieles tamboreras?

; En qué licor de milenjos embeben la ocarina,

a tortuga, el caracol, la piedra

ara las teclas de las marimbas?

[dcita la queja de miisicos anonimos en las preguntas
ue vuelan hasta el oido de los Cazadores Celestes.
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TEXT RUNS FROM
MEASURES 189

ENGLISH NARRATION TO MEASURE 204

"The motionless flight of poetry and its unfoldings

in ritual song, warrior dance, word play,

conversation of deified hearts, this is our secret.

[To hear seedbeds of syllables sprout and transplant them

with salivations of the golden strophe,

his is our role as thinkers with music.

We know the pulse of the lashing rains

in the calendrical drawing and the colored, polychrome calligraphy|

of symbols and astrological prophecies;

ut, passed over by the Magician of Song,
ve can't be more than wordcadavers,
our tongues perforated with metaphor arrows."

nto what liana of silence do they fasten bells,
rops of water, fish scales, fragments of glass,
ieces of wood, fingernails of metal,
n tests of new resounding rains,
hose who are the Invisible Back of the Visible Magician,
he of the Copal of Music, in his house of the South?
What canes, toasted over low flame, do they pierce
in search of the pathetic trill?
What stones polished with tobacco
IV. Cazadores celestes do they use to ir.(m rﬁe drum skins? )
In what millennial liquor do they soak the ocarina,
he tortoise, the snail, the stone
for the keys of the marimbas?
ilent is the lament of anonymous musicians in the questions
hat fly to the ear of the Celestial Hunters.
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for from them comes the springtime dawn

will again be wounded, so that the arts,
of this country forged in honey!"

the nourishment of the gods,
may remain among men
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in the chase of Quadriheaven,

and the untouched Architecture is born,
idol of transparent lava,

a shelter for the arts wouded
who from yaer to year
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